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i'iinutes of 1960 Annual ilieeting
POT CREffi{ DISTRIBUTICI{ SYSTT+{

FrldaY-FebruatY 26, 19& 9:J0 a.n.
Uintah 0ounty Courtilous€r Vernal, Utah

STM'IARY

The water users of the Pot Creek Distribution System adopted a budget
of iilr25.@ for 1960, and recenrnended that i'ir. David Rasrnrsserl act as joint
cor,r,rissioner cn Bnrsh Creek and Pot Creek SSrstems.

iulr. H. Clark Feltch, Vernal, Utah, was re-elected chairman of the
Pot Creek Distribution System; iir. Ralph Siddoway, Vernal, Utah, tras
elected secretar;'; and itir. AIIen Bennion, Vernal, Utah, was elected as
commlttee rnember.

0f the total $\Z5.OO budget for Pot Creek, the State of Colorado will
pay 20% and the rernaiaing B0l is to be assessed to the Utah r^rater users
as their share of the distribution costs for 1960.

IXITiIODUCTION

M"..,"1""t" D. Criddle, State Engineer of Utah, caIled tlre meeting to
order and rN,olained that although the State i:ngineer of Colorado was not
represeuted, through correspondence Colorado agreed to go abead and work
lvith the distribution problenrs which confronted ttre Pot Creek jnterstate
distribution systern.

The busjness before the neeting was outl-ined by iir. Criddl-e as: (1)
Discussion of distribution problems on Pot Creek, (Z) Hearlng the 1!59
ffuancial reporb, (3) HearJng the conrrissionerrs report tor 1959 and an
outlook for 1!60, (l+) Recomrnending a water cornmissioner for 1960, (5)
Adopting a budget for 1960 and agreeing upon an assessrrent method, and
(6) Entertaining whatever other business that night properly come before
the meeting.

Hr. Criddle asked tl:e water users what they wanted to do about re-
cording the minutes of the rneeting. He stated that if they desiredr. he
woul-d ask a member of his staff to record the raeeting. i'ir. Bill Allen nade
a rnotion that the minutes of the neetilg be recorded by the State Engineerls
Office. The motion was seconded by luir, Zelph Cau1der, and the motion was
carried. Mr, Criddle appointed Clarence E. Erickson, J1., Distribution
Fngi-neer, to record tbe rneeting.

The meeting was then turned over to the 1959 Chainnarr, Mr. M. Clarli
Feltch,

OII\IEP.AL IiEETING

Chairman Feltch caI1ed for a reading of the ninutes of the I95g
neeting". The llarch [, 1959 ninutes were read by 1,1r. Donald C. Norseth.o
Distribution Ergineer. The 1959 meeting was held at the horne of i[r. ii.
Clark Feltch, Vernal, Utah. The mjnutes rdere approved as read"

The chainnan then called for a reading. of the 1959 Itinancial State-
ment. I'ir. Frank Reese, Business Manager of the State Ingineerrs Office
read the prepared financial statement, givin5 an itemized and detailed
account of the expenditures and receipts.



It was moved by l,ir. Allen and seconded by l{r, Clifton 1,1. i'{c0oy that the
1959 Financial Report be accepted as r,-'ad. i{otion carried. iir. Zelph
Caulder, voted rrllo[ and ocplained that it was becai,se that he thought
ttrat the vcting shoul-d be by water rigfrts and irot by water us€rsr

Mr. Cirddle sald that it must be a senatorialized forrn of governrnant
so that large i.nterests would not control the slrstens.

Mr. Caulder said, rrWhere do they not vote by sgares of stock?tt
itir. Crlddie erplained that the votj.ng was done on an individual

basis on all the systens ttrroughout the State of Utah.
i'lr. Caulder conmented that the Centhal Canal- voted by shares, and to

this :ir. Criddle stated, rrYes, on a local canal unit you can vote as you
please, but in the systerr as a whole each ilterest must be rer:reserrted
so that all rights will be protected.rr

Chairman Feltch then called on itr. Donald C. Norseth to give a report
of the distribution on Pot Creek for L959. lir', irierssth explained that tl:ere
wore nany problems tirat had confronted the Pot Creek users, such as
regulating tbe reservoir, ht rrrainly it was a lack of wa'ber supply during
the critj.caL ilonths of st:ckr^raterlng and irrigation. I{e gave a report of
the d*stribution in general and explained tbat forecarts for 1960 inight
indicate rnore water than expeci,ed for the conring year. He saiC that two
gages had been installed on the system in 1958 and be recornrended that
all the s]'stem be brou'ht up to clate by:.epairing control devices and
installing additional devices where they are needed. I{e pointed out
that the weir belovi l4at,t i'Iarner lieservoir needed to be repaired, and that
it rniph'i; be best to install a new weir at a better locatlon. Sone water
has released to the Col-orado rigbts, btlt'hhe charrnels were dry and very
litt1e of the water regched its destinaticn, i-ir. llorsetrr said that i,'rLren
the Pot Creek wai;er Llsers select a com,rissioner for 1t;60 that tbey sbo,'Id
keep in nj-nd sorneone who could regulate tlre s;'stem efi'ectively.

tUiT FII COt,ua{ISS IOllIL

Chairi,ian I'e1t'ch tnanked iir. liorseth for the cornnrissionerrd repor!
and then aslced the group, trwhat about a coruj-ssioner fcr next, year?r

lvir. Caulder declared, rrThere are only two substa.rtial righis on irot
Creek, t,he iiatt arner and the Crouse Reservoir jn'i,erests, I would hke
to see nore econoflf o There is the gage above iiatt Warner reservoir to
turn Coirn ibe water when necessary, but I beLieve that the Colordao Bigirts
are wastjag water, and I donrt liJ<e to see it turned down the credc wtren
f know its noL going to reach them to do any good.rr

I4r' Criddle e4plairred that Pot Creek was getting undue attention end
was way out of line in cost and perrhaps in time this distribution can be
made b' the tr.sers, but the users cooperation must be very apparent before
distribution (by the state Engineer) can be lifted. r know that you had
a short water supply, but the colorado Bights have to be protected, too.
Ti:ere is waste, yes, but where is it not necessary to ileet needs? 

-There

is consi-clerable roaste in your ditches too. I think t,rat ruittr the prcblems
that ;.ep have on Pot creek that an assessment must be charged ai'aipstr 11r"
users and a cornrnissioner put on Fot Creek.rl

I'!r. Allen a;reed tLrat, rrlrie should have a water ,'iaster for a wiiile
longerrr. Cltairrnan Feltch conmented that tire creek rrtrst be kept r,,'et fcr
stoclc a',d for better trarrsrnission, and that it l^ras i,rroortant to irave a
cormrissioner on the creek.

I'ir. Iiorseth stated tnet the best change to cut cost and to ger a
better man r.ja-s i': 1;et together r^rith the Brush creek users for joint



Euporvision by a water comnissioner.
!1r. Caulder declared that he thought tr,at this vras a comrtttee metter.
To this, i'ir. Criddle pointed out tbat the appointnent of any comrnissioner
nust, be in the hands of the State Ingineer, and that his office was not
atternptlng to build up a budget ai,d to waste the water usersr mon€Jrr He
agreed that if they consolidate with ilrush C'redr that they nright cut cost to
a minirnun.

Mr. Allen commented that he too thought it would be a goodthing to
uevc one man for the whole Brugh Creek-Pot Creelc proJect.

In cqrunenting on Mr. Caulderrs thought that the selection of a
ccomissioner should be a conrrittee matter, ,ir. Criddle said, ilYes, I
think that Zelph Cauldert s thoup;ht to put it in the hands of the coirunittee
is entirely prooer at thls tirne since we do not know what the Brush Creek
people may want to do.rl

The group was asked whon they uoLrld suggest to be commiEsloner, ard
that slnce travel was a large part of the expense that Frrrrhepa lt might
be better to get a local man. Mr. Rulon S. llacklng suggested r{r. Leo
Hacklng, alrd t'ir. Allen Bennion proposed that rir. Cli-fton W. i,icOoy nigbt
be conatdered as water cor'fiissioner. Iir. Norseth said that wbonLver tbey
reconnended to be conmiegioner, tbe superv,i sion would still by the State
[ngineerrs Office. Chairman F'e]tch averred that to prevent trouble
that the comnissioner should be a disirrterested party. I'ir. Crlddle
agred, but, tnat if the water users aelected a local rnan be must satisf)
a}l the users.

Chairman Fe1tch asked the group what they wanted to do about the
natter, and .,ir. I cCoy ntade e notlm to leave the nratter of selecting a
river coi;unissioner in the hands of the cornnittee. The t;lotr-on wag seconded
by Mr. Caulder and carried. (The coi-anittee chairrnan, I'ir. Feltch, was
contacted on }Iarch 22t L96O, and he stated that tbe Pot Creek users hed
ddcided to recorurended tlre services on llr. Davld Rasnussed, uhe Brush
creek co:rrmissioner, on the same travel and per diem basis that was paid
ix 1959)

1960 BUD@T

The State Lng{leer then asked .for pemissioner to, act on authority
to collect on the seme basis as 1959, except that if a rocal nan is
avaliable for the job and travel and cpenses are less, that the Pot Creek
Coinmi"i,tee would take the responsibtlLity of adopting a near budget and subnitt-
ing i! t'o tlre state rnglneer as s on as possible. Last year-.$1r25.00 was
set, up .and $1116.00 wes spent. Iriigbt r surgr c;st tbat ;rou ientaiively set
up ')h25.00 unless j'ou can agrec on the other aoproacL and have the
comrittee reduce ti:e budget accordingly.rr

Mr. Caulder proposed, rrThat the nigirnum asse.ssnent be $25.00 ...well at least ,,,10.00rr. Tbere wa6 no second on the liotion. ilrr'rl
seccnd it rn behalf of Leon Greene, I have bis pro:q' here, n llr. CasICer
stated.

1'lr. crlddre cornmsrted, rtThis is a legal cue stion...proxies may bealright if ttre groLlp nay wish to acdeft thern.rl
trVlhat about stockwatering releases?rr, i'lr. irc0oy said.rrThls is an irrigation nreetingl tt, i{r. Cauldcr delcareC.rrAlo, this a water users reetirgrrf llr. Criddle said, nlrnd all rights

rnust be protectec'l .rlI'tJeII, Ir11 go ahead and second tbe i,:oiion inade by Zelph for il:e ,i1O.0O
minimrm- assessnent.tr Mr. Allen said.



The notion was put to a vote and deadlocked at 6 to 6. iir. Calder voted
forrr votes, his vote and nroxies for Leon Greene, Leo Calder and Lucille
Calder.

rrThere is no Leon Greeile on my assessincnt role, t'r'1r. Reese o'eclared.
ilr. Ca1der then&jected to lir. Searfers votilg, too.

ivir. Criddle said that the lnatter was becoidng very questionable.
rrTi.,ere are five I'or and five against cn the assessnent role aud there r,ray
bc other :at'i,ers arise concerning the proxies. The cornmittee rtay r,Iant t;
i,rake ariotiter proDosaloll

1{r. Ualder was asked about tne p16;;1'7 for Leon Greene, and he stated
that '.r. Greerte contractecl with hiri f,rr stockwater. irr. Criddle explained
that a conbractual rii ht was of a water right,, and ttiat tne r.rater rilht
was still- invested in tire ovilner of the lrater, not irj the purchsscro
ile l;aid tlrat along with i;he bucget tire users rnight want to i,rakc a cooper-
ative fi1'u-re for a mininum assessnrent tilat would be agreeable to e\reryone,at least the majori.ty.

iir'. i eese was asked bi'llr. Allento please reaci the irrigetion rights
on Pot Creek. i'i1'. Reese read frorn hi-s assessnei-rt rol-e the ii;r.igation
rights and raned Zelph calder, Leo calder, Ir,rn. ,,lairace [,idcior,ray aird I]iI1
A11en.

Mr. Criddle said that nerl:aps they might r^rant to;,rove that the prolrlers
of the selectiott of a corunissioner, the l:udget and the ni-nirnum assessrnerit
be reconmcnCed by the Pot Creek Cor,mrittee, i:ut it would have to stand until
the neeting u'itll the Brush Creel: peonle. onde that he would like to meet
with Pot creek jrrrnediately afterward. In light rif this he suggestedthat they adjourn thj-s. neetin6l lrntil aftc..: the,reetj-n3 ruith ir.ush Creek
and rneet agairr at 1:11 p.n.
The neeting was adjour.ned until I;11 p.in.

AFT}.RNOO}I iiFITII.G

DIi rNQtrI-.iT assfss.iR,T PJLICY

The irieeting reconvened at 1115 p.m. ar-rd IvIr. Cridclleexplained the
assessment nenalty policy which has been adopted by the other systsrs
throrrglrout the state. He said tlrat assessments roould be due Jun: 1or
60 days after naililg date of the assessment notices. The proncsed
penalty ts lo'7 or a nlninurn of $1.00 whichever is larger. ih"'rneneJi
collected as assessnent penalties would become part oi the funds of the
system irl which the,r 1.v61's collected and [rer'' to defray part of thedistribution on costs for the corning i€err Ttre State-Eigineer explai11edthat tbe cost of collecting deliquent accounts throui rrouf, the state wasconsidera:bIe bothin tir,re and money. The penalty was bein3 levied for no
Toney, but to t'rel,; to j-:rsr'.re more prorcpt paltneni of accouits tp 1etthe t,toney necessary to rurn the eisten lt lfrt start of distribulion.
Th_e users ap>ieed to support the state Fnglneer in the state-lri$e
deliquent assessnent,pollcy. iir. Al-Ien Jaici that he wouild like the groupto reconsider l.r. 'Jalderts irotion to have a rnj:nirnum assessnent of $tii.OOand that the balance of the total assessmerit be assessed to tlre r emainingaccounts on tbe s..rle basis as 1959. The r,:otion hras seconded Mr. hril_lialnH..llarren, Jensenr- {itah, a cororado water user. Tbe i:otion failed by avote of 7 to 6 and i-r. ialder requested t.rat an entry' :€ :l?cte in the mirrutes
sltewing that ne objected to iir. Searlers voting and ltrat ilre stoclcwaterjnprights separted fron the irrir,aticn rights or. Che question of " $id-r,rininun ass essr,rent.



i.r. Criddle cornrnented that is was true t,at tne;r would nrobably need an
outside ,lan for a_other )€oro The area is j-solated and ti:ere woLrld be
considerable travel inlolved.

Mr. Al1en rriade a r:otlon to adopt thc buriget for 1960 o1i about the
sa;ie fi6ure as last',ear. j\lr. Calder said that perhaFs the r,ratter rriight
better be satisfied bir the corunittee and settled at a later date ruith
periraps no commissioner at all.

lulr. Allen lras asked to restate hi-s rrotion and he said, |rf move that
we adopt a bL.idget of {iL25.0O for 1960 on the same ttssis as 1959 with Cclo-
iado to pa- 2O'/ of the total budget.rr Tire iioiion hras secoruiled bv Ral.ph
Sidcorn'a), ar,d tbe notion carried.

ilr. Criddle then ask to authorize the conrnittee to handle ttre
reci.rmmer:dation of a water corunissioner, and for ttte io:iunittee to contact
'.r' l]avid llasrru.ssed Bruslr Creek Water Cor:rmissioner or whomever the connittee
clecides tc rccor,r:nedd for the job. The water users agreed.

i.iI.AJURli:G P}\ECFS

l{r. Allen said that there was a need for gring'ing the i-neasuring and
control devices up to date on Pot Creek. He asked if the commissioner
could take charge and work with the Soil Conservation Service to best
locate and reconnnend the putting ibn of necessary rireasuring devices.

ilr. Criddle sa d that his office would be gald to work nitr thr water
users too and to suggest where the der,'ices nright best be put il, and that all
should be as near to the diversion points as possible. Ile said thab the
S.C.S. considers snch reql'ests frorn tLre r.rater users as prorrer cornervation
practices and will cooperate a;.d perhaps pay p.rb of t re enpense, but tha!
i-t wss rel-uctant to do so jn cases wtlere such..'evices bacj been ordered
in by tire State ingineer.

The water users discussed the need for a weir below the Platt lriarner
Reservoir, and one for t e upper ai.d lowerusers on the Crouse Reservoir.i'ir. Allen uade a titotion tbat the groul) act on 'r;he study for rrreasuriag
devi.ces on Pot Creek but there was no second to tne rrrotiono

1i6O EMCUTI\N CG"IIqITTFE

Chairm"n Feltch then moved to the cuestion
coirn:,ittee for 1c60 and onened nominations

l,lr. Calder said that rrThere are only
the Cr,cuse and i,att hlarner interests, and
or IIr. A11en shoul-cl be recognlzed on this

lir. Criddle jnterrupted to say that
eost e,Ld al-l- rigbts irust be satisfied.

of selecting an executive
for coinnittee offi.cers.
yluo iirajor rights on Fot Creeli -
I feel it ohly dair that I
conmr ttt ee . rl

Colorado pay 2O'fi of the total

j'ir. l]'illrarTr ri. Ka::;en nonimted i r. ii Clark Feltch for chair':an. The
nor;inatioil was seconded by Willianr l,allace Si_ddoway.

i'ir. ,elr'h S. Calder nominated hrirrnself by proxies fron the leo and
Lucrlle Cotder estate.

iir. Feltch was electgd pot Creek cornmittee chairnan for l_960.i,r. Ralph Siddolua:,r lras el-ected secretary, ard Mr. A1len Bennion r,ras
elected conmittee Liiersber.

There 'rei:rp: no fubther busjness, the ,rcetinl. was adjourned with
instructions tirat tt're ccrnmittee would contact the State Engineerrs Office
as soon as then had decided upon a conmissioner for Pot Creek for 1!,50.



Attending tlie r:reeting

M. Clark Feltch
Zelph S. Calder
A. Allen Bennion
lfin. ilallace Siddoway
1/iIIian Al1en
Clifton l,'. iticCoy
John Sidcior"iay
Rulon S. Hacking
R. S. Shiner
Alvin I{ay
L. Siddorn'ay
i,Jillieln Il. Karren
Car'1 Searle
R,a1ph Siddoway
Julian liassey

Wayne D. Criddle, State Engineer
Frank Qeese, Business l4anager
Dona1d C. Norseth, Dist. Engineer
Clarence E. Erickson, Jy.

were:


